Total facial paralysis after vestibular schwannoma surgery: probability of regaining normal function.
The aim of the present study was to ascertain the precise fraction of vestibular schwannoma cases that recover to normal function after postoperative total facial nerve paralysis and to compare our results with those presented in the literature. This was a retrospective case review of 631 cases. Among the 132 cases with immediate postoperative facial nerve palsy (House Brackmann [HB] grade VI), only 2 (1.5%) recovered to normal function (HB grade I). In an attempt to compare our results with those of other series in the literature, we found a large variation in the incidence of recovery of this group of patients to grade I, ranging from 0% to 50%. Our analysis of the reported data revealed widely varying methods of data collection and presentation, making a scientifically valid comparison particularly difficult. According to our data, complete (HB grade I) or near-complete (HB grade II) facial nerve function recovery from an immediate postoperative grade VI palsy is extremely rare.